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ACTION FSE-00 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO TRSE-00 ABF-01 OC-05 CCO-OO /017W 

094604 

R 190701Z JUN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3746 
INFO USOFFICE RFC PARIS 
AMEMBASSY BEIRUT 

UNCLAS DAMASCUS 2299 

FOR DEPARTMENT OF STATE BF/FS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AFIN, SY 
SUBJ: U.S. CURRENCY 

REF: RFC 14952 NOTAL 
DAMASCUS 2099 
DAMASCUS 1803 

1. THE RFC SUGGESTED THAT EMPLOYEES CASH THEIR PERSONAL DOLLAR 
CHECKS OR LOCAL CURRENCY CHECKS AT THE BANK WHENEVER U.S. 
CURRENCY WAS REQUIRED, AND TO CHARGE THE COST ON TRAVEL 
VOUCHERS. WHEREAS THIS METHOD WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE IN MANY 
LOCATIONS, IT WOULD BE IMPRACTICLE, CUMBERSOME AND VERY TIME- 
CONSUMING HERE. EVEN SO, THE B&FO, IN DISCUSSION WITH THE 

BANK MANAGER WAS INFORMED THAT PROCUREMENT BY AN INDIVIDUAL 
REQUIRING U.S. DOLLARS WOULD INVOLVE RECEIPT OF 50 PERCENT 
IN U.S. CURRENCY, BASED ON 3.70 TO $1.00 WHEREAS OFFICIAL RATE 
IS 3.65, AND 50 PERCENT IN LOCAL CURRENCY. IT TOOK ONE 
EMPLOYEE A WEEK TO GET A CHECK CASHED AT THE BANK RECENTLY. 

2. ANOTHER POSSIBILITY IS FOR THE CLASS-B CASHIER TO NEGOTIATE 
THE TRANSACTION, OFFICIALLY; BUT THIS WOULD REQUIRE THE ESTABL- 
ISHMENT OF A SEPARATE U.S. DOLLAR BANK ACCOUNT BY THE USDO, 
(INTENDED FOR BANK CONTROL ONLY), RESULTING IN A LOSS BY 
EXCHANGE. 
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3. A METHOD OF PROCUREMENT MUST BE FOUND TO ALEVIATE THE EVER- 
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INCREASING SHORT SUPPLY OF U.S. CURRENCY, HERE, AND IN BEIRUT. 

THE AMEMBASSY, BEIRUT WAS CONTACTED ONCE AGAIN ON THIS SUBJECT 
BUT THEY WILL NOT BE ABLE TO ASSIST. 

4. THE POST IS ATTEMPTING TO SOLVE THE SITUATION, PARTIALLY, BY 
OBTAINING TRAVELLERS CHECKS ON CONSIGNMENT BUT EVEN THIS METHOD 
WILL NOT ALTOGETHER REPLACE THE NECESSITY FOR MAINTAINING A 
LIMITED SUPPLY OF U.S. CURRENCY. WE HAVE BEEN ADVISED THAT THE 

RFC USDO HAS NO AUTHORITY TO SHIP U.S. CURRENCY. THE USE OF A 
REGISTERED POUCH TO FORWARD U.S. CURRENCY WOULD HELP. 

5. ADVISE ON THE SUBJECT WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 

PELLETREAU 
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NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: n/a 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 19 JUN 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975DAMASC02299 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D75021 3-0494 
From: DAMASCUS 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9750631 /aaaabclr. tel 

Line Count: 74 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION FSE 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: 75 RFC 14952 
Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 DEC 2002 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <23 DEC 2002 by PhilliR0>; APPROVED <09 MAR 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 

Secure: OPEN 

Status: NATIVE 

Subject: U.S. CURRENCY 

TAGS: AFIN, SY 

To: STATE 

Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



